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As religious leaders representing diverse faith traditions in Iowa, we believe that global climate change is one of 

the most pressing moral challenges facing our world today. On this Earth Day, we feel an obligation to speak on 

behalf of the most vulnerable in our society and to act in love for our neighbors both locally and globally. 

 

The relationship between Earth and all of its inhabitants is beautiful and complex. When one part of that 

relationship is threatened, ultimately it is all threatened. According to 97 percent of the world’s actively publishing 

climate scientists, carbon dioxide emissions from the burning of fossil fuels is a major driver of global climate 

change that threatens the health of our families, the well-being of our communities, and ultimately almost all life 

on Earth.1 Current impacts include severe storms, deadly heat waves, drought, flooding, and wildfires.  

 

According to scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), global surface 

temperature in 2016 was the warmest since official records began in 1880. It was the third year in a row to set a 

new heat record, and the fifth time the record has been broken since the start of the 21st century.2 The current 

rate of global climate change is unprecedented in human history and has few if any precedents in the history of 

Earth.3  We urge people of faith to acknowledge these scientific findings and to take seriously their ethical 

implications.  

 

Carbon pollution is an environmental justice issue. Historically many power plants have been located near low-

income neighborhoods, near communities of color, and in Midwest farm communities. These areas contribute 

much less to the problem and yet are being hit the hardest in terms of health and climate impacts. These 

communities also have fewer resources to adapt to climate change or access clean energy such as solar or energy 

efficiency upgrades. As faith leaders, we believe that no community should be left behind in our transition to a 

clean energy economy.  

 

As people of faith, we look for signs of hope in moving toward the future. As Iowans, we have seen firsthand the 

benefits of increasing our use of clean energy. With wind energy providing more than 36 percent of our electric 

generation, the highest percentage of any state in the nation, and providing more than 6,000 jobs for Iowans4, we 

do not have to choose between what is good for our planet and what is good for our economy. When combined 

with energy efficiency and solar, clean energy investment creates opportunities to alleviate rural poverty through 

good-paying jobs and other economic benefits to small communities. 

 

We know that effective action requires leadership at the local, state, national, and international levels to form 

policies and strategies that promote sustainable energy use. We urge all decision-makers to work together for 

solutions to lower our carbon emissions and build a clean energy future. We urge all Iowans to support efforts to 

lower their energy use and to advocate for clean energy. Finally, we urge all people of faith to provide leadership 

on this issue and act in the interest of the common good.  

                                                           
1 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, retrieved on March 10, 2017 from https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-

consensus/. 

2 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, retrieved on March 9, 2017 from http://www.noaa.gov/climate.  

3 “Current pace of environmental change is unprecedented in Earth’s history,” retrieved on March 10, 2017 from 

https://phys.org/news/2016-01-current-pace-environmental-unprecedented-earth.html.  

4 American Wind Energy Association, retrieved on March 9, 2017 from 

http://www.awea.org/resources/statefactsheets.aspx?itemnumber=890&navItemNumber=5067  

http://www.noaa.gov/climate
https://phys.org/news/2016-01-current-pace-environmental-unprecedented-earth.html
http://www.awea.org/resources/statefactsheets.aspx?itemnumber=890&navItemNumber=5067
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The Most Reverend Martin Amos  
Bishop of Davenport 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Davenport 
 
The Rev. Timothy Button-Harrison 
District Executive 
Northern Plains District Church of the Brethren 
 
The Rev. James Koopman 
Executive Presbyter 
Presbytery of Des Moines 
 
Bishop Laurie Haller 
Resident Bishop 
Iowa Area of the United Methodist Church 
 
 
 

The Most Reverend Richard Pates 
Bishop of Des Moines 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Des Moines 
 
Rev. Dr. Rich Pleva 
Iowa Conference Minister 
United Church of Christ 
 
The Right Reverend Alan Scarfe 
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Iowa 
 
Rev. William Spangler-Dunning 
Regional Minister and President  
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Upper 
Midwest 
 

 

The Rev. Wendy Abrahamson 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Grinnell 
 
Rev. Ryan Arnold 
First Christian Church 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Mara Bailey 
Smith Chapel of Simpson College 
Indianola 
 
Rev. Darline Balm-Demmel 
St. Timothy’s United Methodist Church 
Cedar Falls 
 
Rev. Philip Barrett 
Presbytery of Des Moines 
Atlantic 
 
The Rev. Canon Cathleen Bascom 
Episcopal Diocese of Iowa 
Forest City 
 
Sister Marlys Becker 
Sisters of St. Francis 
Dubuque 
 
Rev. Dr. Beverlee Bell 
Walnut Hills United Methodist Church 
Urbandale 
 
Rev. William Bernau 
St. James Lutheran Church 
Des Moines 
 
 
 

Rev. Judy Brandon 
St. John United Church of Christ 
Melbourne 
 
Rev. Lindsey Braun 
Plymouth Church 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Candice Brown 
Capitol Hill Christian Church 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Wallace Bubar 
Central Presbyterian Church 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Patricia Buck 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Indianola 
 
The Rev. Lydia Bucklin 
Episcopal Diocese of Iowa 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Brian Carter 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
Urbandale 
 
The Rev. Dr. Tom Carver 
Northwest District Superintendent 
Iowa Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church 
Storm Lake 
 
Sister Janice Cebula 
Sisters of St. Francis 
Clinton 
 

Pastor John Chaplin 
Urbandale United Church of Christ 
Urbandale 
 
Rev. Dick Clark 
Walnut Hills United Methodist Church 
Urbandale 
 
Rev. Teressa Clark 
Bethany United Church of Christ 
Ankeny 
 
The Rev. Canon Mary Cole-Duvall 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
West Des Moines 
 
Eloise Cranke 
Iowa Chapter Coordinator 
Methodist Federation for Social Action 
 
The Rev. Jim Dale 
First United Methodist Church 
Decorah 
 
Rev. Katie Dawson 
Immanuel United Methodist Church 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Laura Demuth 
Ryumonji Zen Center 
Decorah Zen Center 
Decorah 
 
The Rev. Maureen Doherty 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
Waterloo 
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Sister Martha Donnelly 
Sisters of the Presentation 
Dubuque 
 
Dennis R. Dowell, OFS 
Secular Franciscans 
Fort Madison 
 
Rabbi Steven Edelman-Blank 
Tifereth Israel Synagogue 
Des Moines 
 
The Right Rev. Christopher Epting 
Episcopal Diocese of Iowa 
Coralville 
 
Rev. Dr. Ronald Eslinger 
Plymouth United Church of Christ 
Des Moines 
 
Dr. Janet Everhart 
Simpson College 
Indianola 
 
Kent Ferris, OSF 
Diocese of Davenport 
Davenport 
 
Dr. Allen Fisher 
Inter-Religious Council of Linn County 
First Presbyterian Church 
Cedar Rapids 
 
Rev. Dr. Mary L. Fraser 
United Methodist Church 
Urbandale 
 
Rev. Robert Fread 
Ripley United Church of Christ 
Hudson 
 
Rev. Joan Wooters Fumetti 
Foods Resource Bank 
Windsor Heights 
 
Rev. Dr. Barbara Gaddis 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A 
Johnston 
 
The Rev. Stacey Gerhart 
Calvary Episcopal Church 
Sioux City 
 
The Rev. Dr. Patricia Goldberg 
Urbandale United Church of Christ 
Urbandale 
 
Tim Gossett 
Collegiate United Methodist Church/ 
Wesley Foundation 
Ames 
 
 

Rev. Richard Graves 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Marshalltown 
 
Pastor Debbie Griffin 
Downtown Disciples 
Des Moines 
 
Jackson Griffith 
Collegiate United Methodist 
Church/Wesley Foundation 
Ames 
 
Rev. Chet Guinn 
Methodist Federation for Social Action 
Iowa Chapter 
 
Rev. Susan Hendershot Guy 
Executive Director 
Iowa Interfaith Power & Light 
 
Sister Teresa Hadro, BVM 
President, Sisters of Charity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mount Carmel 
Dubuque 
 
Sister Jeanie Hagedorn 
Sisters of the Humility of Mary 
Des Moines 
 
The Rev. Elsa Harmon 
Episcopal Cathedral of St. Paul 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. John Harper 
New Song Episcopal Church 
Coralville 
 
Sister C. Jean Hayen, BVM 
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
Dubuque 
 
Rev. Jennifer Hibben 
United Methodist Church 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Deb Hill-Davis 
Unity Church of Ames 
Ames 
 
Rev. Kay Hooper 
Collegiate United Methodist 
Church/Wesley Foundation 
Ames 
 
Rev. Chad Huebner 
Senior Pastor 
First Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Decorah 
 
 
 

Rev. Christine Humrichouse 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
Iowa City 
 
Pat Huxsol 
President, Northeast District United 
Methodist Women 
Charles City 
 
Sister Ann Jackson 
Sisters of the Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Dubuque 
 
Sister Karen Jasper 
Sisters of the Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Dubuque 
 
Sister Lou Ann Kilburg 
Dubuque Franciscans 
Dubuque 
 
Dr. Lisa Z. Killinger 
Muslim Community of the Quad Cities 
Davenport 
 
Sister Elizabeth Ann Kugi, O.P. 
Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa 
 
Dr. Joy Lapp 
Pleasant View Mennonite Church 
Mount Pleasant 
 
Rev. Robert Lehmann 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Dubuque 
 
Sister Joan Lickteig 
Sisters of the Presentation 
Dubuque 
 
Nancy Lister-Settle 
Presbytery of Des Moines 
Dallas Center 
 
The Rev. William Lovin 
Congregational United Church of Christ 
Iowa City 
 
Irene Lukefahr 
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
Dubuque 
 
Sister LaDonna Manternach 
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
Dubuque 
 
The Rev. Dr. Matt Mardis-LeCroy 
Plymouth Church 
Des Moines 
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Lisa Martin 
Congregation of the Humility of Mary 
Davenport 
 
Rev. Dr. James B. Martin-Schramm 
Professor of Religion, Luther College 
Decorah 
 
Rev. Dr. Steve Mathonnet-VanderWell 
Second Reformed Church 
Pella 
 
Rev. Daishin McCabe 
Zen Fields 
Ames 
 
The Rev. Jean McCarthy 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Virginia Melroy 
Retired 
Iowa City 
 
The Rev. Rachel Mithelman 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Liane Nichols 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Cedar Falls 
 
Rev. Dennis Nicholson 
Retired, United Methodist Church 
Indianola 
 
Rev. Gary Nims 
Grace United Methodist Church 
Des Moines 
 
The Rev. Christopher Olkiewicz 
Windsor Heights Lutheran Church 
Windsor Heights 
 
Pastor Paul D. Ostrem 
Assistant to the Bishop 
Southeastern Iowa Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Rev. Eric Pasanchin 
Ankeny Presbyterian Church 
Ankeny 
 
The Rev. Canon S. Suzanne Peterson 
Trinity Episcopal Parish 
Waterloo 
 
Rev. William Poland 
Assistant to the Bishop  
Iowa Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church 
 
 

Rev. Julie M. Poore 
Osceola United Methodist Church 
Osceola 
 
Rabbi Jeff Portman 
Agudas Achim Congregation 
Coralville 
 
Dianne Prichard 
United Church of Christ 
DeWitt 
 
The Rev. Dr. Catherine Quehl-Engel 
Chaplain 
Cornell College 
Mt. Vernon 
 
The Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Ratliff 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Cedar Falls 
 
Rev. Zuiko Redding 
Cedar Rapids Zen Center 
Cedar Rapids 
 
Sister Johanna Rickl, CHM 
Congregation of the Humility of Mary 
Davenport 
 
Nancy Roberson 
Congregation of the Humility of Mary 
Muscatine 
 
Deacon Melody Rockwell 
Christ Church 
Cedar Rapids 
 
Rev. Lisa Ross Thedens 
East Iowa Presbytery Peacemaking Task 
Force 
Walker 
 
Eric Rucker 
Simpson College Religious Life 
Community 
Indianola 
 
The Rev. Dr. David Russell 
First Baptist Church 
Ames 
 
Rev. Medea Saunders 
Hospice Chaplain 
Ankeny 
 
Dr. Robert Sessions 
Retired, New Song Episcopal Church 
Iowa City 
 
Rev. Jim Shirbroun 
Collegiate United Methodist 
Church/Wesley Foundation 
Ames 

Rev. David R. Shogren 
Retired, United Methodist Church 
Johnston 
 
The Rev. David Sickelka 
Urbandale United Church of Christ 
Urbandale 
 
The Rev. Diana Sickles 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Amy Spangler-Dunning 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Mitchellville 
 
Nancy Stockdale 
President, Central District United 
Methodist Women 
Des Moines 
 
Rev. Suzanne Hall Stout 
First Christian Church 
Des Moines 
 
Elder Tom Stovall 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Dubuque 
 
Rev. Mark Stringer 
First Unitarian Church 
Des Moines 
 
Jean Swenson 
Iowa Methodist Federation for Social 
Action 
Urbandale 
 
Rev. Dr. David Swinton 
Grace United Methodist Church 
Des Moines 
 
Sister Joan Theiss 
Sisters of St. Francis 
Clinton 
 
Fr. Eze Venantius Umannakwe 
St. Clare Catholic Church 
Clarinda 
 
Rev. Erika Uthe 
Assistant to the Bishop 
Southeastern Iowa Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Rev. B.J. Van Kalsbeek 
Sunnybrook Community Church 
Sergeant Bluff 
 
Margo Vanderhill 
Lay Reader, Episcopal Church of the 
Savior 
Alton 
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Pastor Britt Vickstrom 
Zion Lutheran Church 
Davenport 
 
Pastor Heather Wachendorf 
First Christian Church 
Adel 
 
Rev. Chris Waddle 
First United Methodist Church 
Nevada 
 
Rev. Bob Ward 
Waukee United Methodist Church 
Waukee 
 
Rev. Martha Ward 
Waukee United Methodist Church 
Waukee 
 
Rev. Benjamin Webb 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
West Des Moines 
 
Pastor Phil Webb 
United Methodist Church 
Indianola 
 
The Rev. Margaret Weiner 
Episcopal Diocese of Iowa 
Retired 
Urbandale 
 
Rev. Bonnie Wilkerson 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Ft. Madison 
 
Sister Lucille Winnike 
Prairiewoods Spirituality Center 
Hiawatha 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The listing of faith community names is 
for identification purposes only. 
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